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“Nothing graces the Christian soul
so much as mercy; mercy as shown

chiefly towards the poor, that you
may treat them as sharers in

common with you in the produce 
of nature, which brings forth the 
fruits of the earth for use to all.” 

~ Saint Ambrose of Milan



In our world of uncertain economy, inflation, and local,
national, and worldwide challenges, you, our dear parishioners
of St. Ambrose Cathedral, have stepped up once again as
witness to the generous nature of our God. 

In the words of 2 Corinthians 5:7,
“For we live by faith, and not by sight.”

In January 2025, we were given the opportunity, that we did not
see coming, to apply for the 2025 Rice Bowl Grant sponsored by
the Diocese of Des Moines and the Catholic Relief Services.
Here at St. Ambrose Cathedral, each day we witness many
homeless and hungry at our door asking for food, bus tokens,
and warm clothing, along with a caring ear to listen to them. In
March 2025, we were notified that our application was
approved, and we were awarded $2,000 for our project,
Connection Café - Through the Bridge. 

St. Ambrose has a group of long-time, dedicated volunteers that
meet once a month to serve the homeless and poor of the
community at St. John’s Lutheran Church. The targeted
population they serve each month is between 125-130 people.
By accepting this grant, it will be used to offer more hot meals
for lunches and take the burden off our volunteers who
generously help monetarily each month year after year. 

From the Business Manager 



Again, in February, we were blessed with another unforeseen
opportunity to apply for a grant through the St. Joseph
Evangelization Center: “FIRE” Funding Initiative for Renewal
and Evangelization. The primary criteria for FIRE were that the
ministry initiative be: 1) Sustainable, 2) Innovative, and         
3) Shareable. It didn’t take long for our staff to decide on a way to
initiate pastoral renewal and evangelization. Our St. Ambrose
signage on 6  Avenue was outdated, no longer functional, and in
complete need of a renewal. What a better way to invite all to
evangelize, worship, inform, and congratulate from a highly
traveled location. A maximum grant was submitted in the
amount of $4,500 to replace the sign with a digital sign. By our
faith and God’s good graces, we were awarded $4,500. This grant,
along with a generous donation from a parishioner, enabled us
to install a new sign on the East side of the cathedral on 6
Avenue. 
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The pipe organ restoration is in its final stages of completion.
The 96-year-old organ will be relocated to the cathedral floor by
the end of October. A major renovation has been taking place
since March by Benjamin Hoskins to ensure that generations to
come may benefit from the beautiful music when worshiping at
St. Ambrose. A huge thank you to our generous parishioners,
friends, anonymous donors, and donor matches. The total
project amounted to $231,533, a total of $162,781.00 was raised,
leaving a $68,752 difference. 

Thanks to Father Nivin’s guidance, persistence, prayer, and your
continued support, we are able to walk by faith and not by sight.
We are blessed with graces that only God can give. 

~ Nancy McCarthy

From the Business Manager, cont. 



SACRAMENTS CELEBRATED

46 Baptisms
26 First Holy Communions
44 Confirmations
15 adults welcomed into the Church through OCIA
17 children welcomed into the Church through OCIC
32 Weddings
9 Funerals

DIVERSE COMMUNITIES

~15 Burmese (MCC) families
~40 Burmese (Zomi) families
~70 Burmese (Karenni) families
~70 Sudanese/South Sudanese families
~70 Eritrean families
Other Communities: Hmong Lao,
Kenya, Rwanda, Dominican Republic
of Congo, and Nigeria

About Us

REGISTERED FAMILIES

758 current registered families
62 newly registered families 

AVERAGE MASS ATTENDANCE

Saturday, 4pm = 135
Sunday, 8:30am = 214
Sunday, 11:00am = 353

St. Ambrose is a diverse community that continues to grow.



FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
202 students attended Faith Formation classes with over 20 volunteers
$8,313 raised by redeeming cans and bottles
$11,350 raised by cleaning after the ICubs games
$20,814 raised by working concessions and cleaning for Drake
The youth were able to attend activities such as: Catholic Youth Camp,
Christ Our Life conference, YOUTH 2000 retreat, and bowling nights

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Provided over $9,000 in support for various parish needs, pro-life
organizations, Special Olympics, seminarians, and refugee and
orphanage services
Presented the Fall Breakfast, Burrito Bowl, and Lenten Lunches
Coordinated the Parish Picnic
Served the parish as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Ushers, and
Homebound Ministry
Supported many Youth fundraising events
Provided security for Faith Formation classes at Mercy College
Lead the Rosary before Saturday morning Mass

WALKING WITH MOMS
136 packs of diapers/wipes were collected and given to parish families
and Catholic Charities food pantry
38 gift bags were given for infant baptisms and 18 gifts given to OCIC
children at the Easter Vigil
Hosted a Book Fair for children and adults
Coordinated the setup of bookshelves in the chapel

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Over $5,000 worth of food and personal care items collected for the
SVdP Food Pantry
Delivered gifts of produce to over 50 families at Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and Easter
Over $8,000 was collected in the 5  Sunday collections and was used to
assist over 40 households with rent and utility expenses 
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Donations of clothing, furniture, and household items filled the SVdP
truck in the parish parking lot in April

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
17 adults participated in the Advent program in December 2024

Ministries

REFUGEE MINISTRY / NEEDY ASSISTANCE
$51,020 was collected in donations
$48,368 was paid out to help 121 families



Financial Report June 30, 2025

St. Ambrose had a good year thanks
to the support of all of you, the
parishioners. This short narrative is
to provide an explanation for some
items on this annual report to you.  
St. Ambrose received an $80,679
Employee Retention Credit (ERC)
from the Internal Revenue Service.
This is a one-time credit relating to
COVID years. We also received a
distribution from the diocese from
the Ignite campaign and ADA refund.

The Operating Surplus is adjusted for
funds used for the organ restoration,
the one-time ERC, the new signage,
and unrealized gains from the
Foundation. The statement adds
money donated to the organ
restoration as income but there is no
offsetting expense for payments. The
payments are capitalized and are
reported as an asset on the balance
sheet. The Foundation income is an
increase in the value of the
Foundation account but the gain is
not locked in and will fluctuate.

The Funds Held for Others includes
funds raised by volunteers for the
Youth programs. They have done an
outstanding job raising funds for
current and future youth activities. 

REVENUE

EXPENSES



OPERATING INCOME

ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Tithing & Holy Day Collections $519,901 $547,080 ($27,179)

Other Operating Income 95,887 121,755 (25,868)

Designated Donations 180,958 150,000 30,958

Employee Retention Credit 80,679 --- 80,679

Ignite / ADA 14,313 4,000 10,313

OPERATING INCOME TOTALS $891,738 $822,835 $68,903

OPERATING EXPENSES

ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Parish Administration $350,691 $350,443 $248

Catholic School Assessment 71,155 81,655 (10,510)

World Youth Day / NCYC / CYC 33,500 33,000 500

Liturgy 26,317 27,050 (733)

Music 48,175 46,250 1,925

Rectory 51,799 58,295 (6,496)

Building & Grounds 168,575 185,753 (17,178)

Faith & Youth Formation 12,722 36,378 (23,656)

OPERATING EXPENSE TOTALS $762,934 $818,834 ($55,900)

ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

OPERATING SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) $128,804 $4,001 $124,803

Foundation Income                                      $230,721                $134,496            $96,225
Foundation Expenses                                       12,061                      9,000                3,061
Net Foundation Income                               $218,660              $125,496            $93,164

ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Organ Restoration                                            $47,875
One time ERC from IRS                                    80,679
New Signage                                                        11,025
Foundation Unrealized Gain for Year         140,392   
Surplus / (Deficit)                                           $67,493                                          

Operations                                                            $91,930                  $50,836              $41,094
Restricted Cash                                                 2,709,684              2,426,508             283,176
Fixed/Other Assets                                           5,032,797              4,910,977             121,820   
Total Net Assets                                                $7,834,411           $7,388,321           $446,090

Funds Held for Others                                      $123,210                       $443            $122,767

6/30/2025 6/30/2024 CHANGE



Support St. Ambrose

Volunteer Your Time
Join one of the many ministries we have
at St. Ambrose or volunteer to help with
special events in the parish. Contact the
parish office to join a ministry.

Share Your Talents
God has gifted each person with unique
gifts and talents to help build up His
kingdom. What are your talents? How can
you share those with St. Ambrose?

Give Financially
We have three easy ways to give financially:

1.Use offering envelopes to give by cash or
check (If you would like envelopes sent to
you, please contact the office)

2.Sign up for online giving.
3.Explore tax-advantaged charitable gifts.

Scan the code for more information on financial
giving or contact the office at 515-288-7411.

How is God is calling you to help support your parish home? 

St. Ambrose Cathedral
607 High Street | Des Moines, IA 50309 | 515-288-7411

www.saintambrosecathedral.org


